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way whatsoever. The Poet is as good a lover of India as I claim
to be, and that love is an all-sufficing bond between us. I must
therefore resolutely refuse to be drawn into the controversy raging
round the interview.
But to return to the questions. In spite of my feeling that the
questions were mischievously put, I answered them, as I have
said, at the public meeting. I do not propose to reproduce my
answers here in detail. But the reader will find the questions them-
selves interesting and showing the manner of the precious [sic]
propaganda.
[QUESTION:] 1. You have denounced political strikes. Your followers here
have supported the steamer strike, and spent thousands of rupees from Congress
funds in feeding the strikers. Is this right?
[ANSWER :] See my remarks on strikes.
2.  Many hundred boys have left schools and colleges under your orders,
and now spend their time, insulting and intimidating peaceful and law-abiding
people.   "What is going to be the future of these boys?   How will they earn
their living?
If the boys are insulting and intimidating, it is wrong. I do
not believe many of them are* The future of the boys is bright,
in that they are now free. They will earn their living by the sweat
of their brow. They can still receive and are receiving literary
training.
3.  You have  condemned hartals.   Your followers here have   declared
several hartaJs, and instigated the shop-keepers to refuse to sell goods  to
Government officers and loyalists.   Do you condemn this?
I have never condemned all hartals. When there is a hartal,
no one can be served. But it would be wrong to exclude from
service special classes or persons. It is true that hartals should only
be declared on the rarest occasions.
4.  During the recent hartal the non-co-operators prevented the municipal
sweepers from working for two days, stopped the water supply and caused
great danger ta the health of the people.   Was this right?
I fear that the information contained in the question is at
least partially true. We do not want to deprive our opponents of
the necessary social services. They must be rendered to all, even
as the sun gives his heat to all without distinction.
5.  Babu Sharat Kumar Ghosh, after his arrest for inciting the crowd to
insult loyalists, said that there must be no water, light, or sweeper service
in the town, and the place should be turned into a burning ground.   Was he
right or wrong in saying this?